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Dates to Remember DUES FOR THE 2012 SEASONARE PAST

Business Meeting

Sunday, Feb 12, Noon DUE. THEY ARE NOW §$137.

Please refer to ARTICLE 4 of our chapter’s Constitution for details and late penalties.

Int tation Meeti
feIpreiation Yiceungs The varsity fee for the 2012 season is $78.00.

@ NSJHS 7:15 pm

iowadley, iEirniny 25 Annual Business Meeting
Monday, March 5 The annual business meeting will be held at TWIN TREES TOO (Milton Ave) on February
Monday, March 12 12, 2012 at noon. A portion of this meeting will be dedicated to promoting candidates to the

rank of active membership, presentation of the 2011 awards, and election of officers. Rule

Monday, March 19 ¢ 4 X !
books will be issued at the business meeting. 4. Haber

Monday, March 26
Monday, April 2
Summer Meeting, 7BA

Interpreter

Remember this: Umpiring is difficult enough without creating problems for ourselves. There
will always be problems created for us, so the better prepared we are, the fewer we will create
for ourselves. A good way to begin to prepare and get into the mood for baseball is to start
reviewing your rulebook. These are the changes approved by the NFHS for the 2012 season:
http://www.nfhs.org/content.aspx?id=5448. H. Card

Availability
Your availability March 26" through June 30™, including weekends, must be completed on the Arbiter by 2/15/2012, and
the ready box must be checked. Spring Break for 2012 is April 2™-April 7" for Oswego County Schools, and April 9"
April 14" for all other schools. M.Grosso

Membership

At the time of publication, the Membership Committee has not yet met. Its recommendations of probationary umpires to
be promoted to active status will be made at the February meeting. D. Logana

Nominating Committee
The nominating committee will present the following slate to the membership for the upcoming elections. For President:
Warren Bumpus. For Vice President: Bill Cregg. For Sec-Treas: Art Haber. For Member-at-Large: Dale Malone. Nomina-
tions are also welcome from the floor. J. Smorol
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Presidentds Message

As I write this it seems that we could almost be on the field! We’ll be wanting a few of these December days this
spring.

This year we have elections. The nominations for the coming two years will be included in this newsletter. This year I
have charged the Nominating Committee to return to tradition and find a single candidate to be nominated for each posi-
tion. Other candidates can run from the floor at the meeting on Sunday, February 12.

After two years as president I feel that we have accomplished much, but still have more to do. The progress and ac-
complishments that the Chapter has made belong to the long list of volunteers that have given of their time and exper-
tise. At our business meeting I plan to acknowledge these individuals; they deserve our appreciation and an ovation.

I hope that each of you will be able to attend the February meeting. It always signals the time to start to feel the urge
for spring to come and to get on the field for another year. I challenge each of you to be a better umpire this year than
last. Take advantage of the resources available to you. Pick a couple of areas to change for the better.

Thanks for your confidence in me two years ago when you voted me president. I have enjoyed the challenge.

W. Bumpus

Five-Point Program
Under the Five Point Program approved officials are those who:

1. Observe the constitutions and bylaws of their local and state officials’ organization.

2. Attend interpretation meetings and clinics of the local organization each year.

3. Give satisfactory evidence of proficiency in the mechanics of officiating and of competent performance related
to the specific sport.

4. Pass the National Federation, State or approved rules examination.

5. Are listed with the NYSPHSSA, Inc. Executive Director.

“1t is designed to break your heart. The game begins
blossoms in the summer, filling the afternoons and evenings, and then as soon as the chill rains come, it stops
and | eaves you to face the fall alone.”

--Bart Giamatti, The Green Fields of the Mind

Umpiring is difficult enough without making problems for ourselves.--
--Herm Card, 2008

I't’"s not the game you get; it’s the game you give.

--Referee Magazine

Baseball, it is said, is only a game. True. And the Grand Canyon is only a hole in Arizona. Not all holes, or
games, are created equal.
--George Will
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